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hiph they teach get a fair chance. And though the 
the subjects wn c susceptible of improvement, I believe that the best 
curriculum is sti ^ ent done in England is done in some of the 
teaching which schools . I would even go further, and say that it 
private P re P^ ra / that i s done in the world.” Mr. Tarver’s book 
is the best teac ^ who]e as a prot est against faddists and all their 
may be taken rk of a foster-parent is worth the consideration of the 
works. lhis W w h om it is addressed. 

of the Sky, by Professor H. A. Howe (Macmillan & Co., 6/-). 
A btuay ■/ k p ro f ess0 r Howe for his genial and inspiring book. 
We have 0 ^ seems to us the true educational stand-point in all 

He adopts w ^ he puts us j n t b e position of the discoverers,— 
scientific tea< ^ ho ° abset Ve, record what they see, and by degrees evolve 
astronomers^ theories w hich embrace the visible universe. One very 

valuable ^feature of the book is the figures, and clear and simple 
l finnq of the constellations to be seen during the several months 
des( j np ! ear it is well that a child should know that he should look 
f t Ursa a Major in January, and for Hercules in June An intelligent 
□uaintance with the apparatus and methods of the astronomer should 
to the young student’s interest in astronomy, and Mr. Howe tells 
that can be told with masterly clearness, and with capital illustrations. 
The chapters on the several planets are of very great interest, and the 
illustrations accompanying the descriptions of Mars bring us up to 
the latest Martian intelligence. Professor Howe tells this story of the 
heavens as he says, with plainness and simplicity. We close with the 
author’s’ outline of the scope of his book “The historical development 
of the science is sketched. An explanation of the apparent daily motion 
of the heavens is given. The chief constellations are set forth in detail, 
that the learner may have ample guidance in his endeavours to become 
acquainted with them. The reader is introduced to the astronomer, 
inspects an observatory, and becomes acquainted with the most important 
instruments and their uses. Thus he is prepared to listen appreciative y 
to an unvarnished tale, in which are set forth the principal things w nc 
are known or reasonably surmised concerning the worlds around us. 

The Teaching of Morality in the Family and the School , by l - 
Sophie Bryant (Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., 3/-). Many parents wi e 
grateful to Dr. Sophie Bryant for this very thoughtful little book. 
years ago such a book, brought to the level of the unlearned, could iar y 
have been written. Many of us can recollect that in our childhood inora 
distinctions were hard and fast ; conduct was bad or good, right or wrong, 
with little enquiry as to causes and tendencies. The author of this 
recognises that there are things more important than the genera g 
behaviour which used to win golden opinions for the “ good ” ht at the 
and boy. Propriety of behaviour we are told, may be purchase 
loss of personal initiative, the condition, as Dr. Bryant right } 
of that vigour of character without which active virtue is 
We should do well to recollect that virtue, in the original, is the 

is proper to, vir , the qualification of man . Two obstacles y^ e 

child in the development of the virtuous life — indocility, whic 
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a fever that makes itself seen, and obviously demands treatment ” ; and 
defective initiative, “which is much more likely to be neglected. ” Dr. 
Bryant’s counsels under both heads may well be laid to heart by parents. 
We cannot do better than give the three (or four) “ rules of expectation 
for the fulfilment of which the born educator works : — (1) Expect the child 
to idealize conduct, that is, to bring all active impulses under the control 
of ideas — to think about conduct ; (2) expect the child to have his own 
ideas of conduct, and, in the long run, to act from them ; (3) expect the 
child to treat all other people’s ideas with respect, and some with reverence, 
and to be ready to try his own by the touchstone of the common sense 
surrounding him ; (4) expect the child to recognise the existence of a 
moral law limiting the exercise of his activity, and to accept the conditions 
thus imposed with perfect obedience.” Dr. Bryant considers the subject 
further, under the head of “Virtuous Character” and “Social Member- 
ship.” Parents will find this carefully weighed and philosophic treatise 
on the difficult subject of the teaching of morality very suggestive and 
helpful. 

Children' s Ways , by J. Sully (Longmans, 4/6). We cannot do better 
than quote Professor Sully’ s preface, endorsing his hope that the study of 
this quite delightful as well as most interesting volume on children’s ways 
will induce many people to read the larger and even more delightful Studies 
of Childhood. “ The kindly welcome accorded by the press to my volume, 
Studies of Childhood , has suggested to me that there was much in it 
which might be made attractive to a wider class of readers than that 
addressed in a psychological work. 1 have, accordingly, prepared the 
following selections, cutting out abstruse discussions, dropping as far as 
possible technical language, and adapting the style to the requirements o 
the general reader. In order to shorten the work the last two chapters^ 
‘ Extracts from a Father’s Diary,’ and 4 George Sand’s Childhood have 
been omitted. The order of the treatment has been altered somewhat 
and a number of stories has been added. I hope that the result may 
succeed in recommending what has long been to myself 0 ”e o^he most 
delightful of subjects to many who would not be dispose 
and more difficult work, and to draw on a few of these, at least, to a closer 

and more serious inspection of it. 
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c „ vnur readers may like to know that specimen 
Dear Editor, -Some of y 0 ™.^ E J cene period can be obtained 

collections of fossil Christchurch, Hants, at very moderate 

from Mr. Charles, Hg distinct collections in progressive order 

Lfton'dffff in -hi. neighbourhood, and pachs .hen, mo,. 

carefully for transmission by post ' Yours fa i t hf u lly, EMILY Ricketts. 
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ThP volume of special reports just issued by the 
DEAR Editor, superintendence of Mr. M. E. Sadler, is most 

Education Office, un time highly interesting. Most of the papers 

instructive and at t SD ace to a review of its contents, amongst 

have devote J , C °"*V® rd for August 28th, which singles out for special 
others the S^ecti . n b M i ss Dodd, of Owens College, of “The 
comment the accou 8 ,, This exce llent institution, to which I have 

School Journey in erm ^ . g wort h y of study in this country, as an 
already referre 1 teach j ng children how to take a rational holiday, 
admirable method of teaching c recreation and an acquaintance 

“rr nd a knowledg ‘ o ' 

df l„ a ”h e n Sep7em£t w - T - s,ead reviews, under the 

rxszttzzz 

IZ which i. appears that there are now e.000 boys and girls corns- 
ponding weekly w.th a similar number ot school children to fiance, who 
,L gain in an entertaining way a facility in the use ol a foreign language 

that is not easily obtained otherwise. , 

In the Forum for August, Mr. C. F. Thwing, taking as his ext Emerson s 
“ American Scholar,” reviews the progress of American scholarship d g 
the 60 years that have elapsed since that address was delivered. One 
thought in this article struck me as particularly noteworthy, the po\ 
the teacher’s personality. After saying that “ it was one college teacher 
who trained Emerson, Lowell,” and some twenty other leading writers 
whom he names, he says, “it was not method only, although met 0 a 1 
value; it was not atmosphere, although atmosphere had its value; 1 was 
nature alone, although nature had its worth ; but it was the c ara > 
personality, life of Edward Tyrrel Channing which helped to make men 
literature. I sometimes think that in our quest for a man to sit 
chairs of instruction and to convey knowledge, we are prone to thin < i 
of the chair of instruction than of the man who sits in it and who g ives 
instruction. We inquire with care into the academic biography 0 ^ 

academic candidate ; but do w ? e inquire with sufficient care into t e > 
formative, ethical, manly and man-making power of the soul which teac 
and inspires ? ” . 

In the same number Dr. Friedrich Paulsen, of Berlin, continues 
article on the “Evolution of the Educational Ideal,” which he has discus^ 
from a historical stand-point, by drawing attention to the presen 
future aspects of the subject. t j ie 

The approach of the London School Board election quickens^ _ 
perennial controversy about religious education. “A Northern 
deacon,” writing to the Times (Sept. 4th) on the proposal 5 ° la.rg'e 
religious instruction from the teachers to the clergy, says that i n a ^ UTn ker 
towns this would be impracticable on account of the insufficien ^ 
of the clergy, but even if possible it would be far from desirable, ^ 
following reasons — (1) Teachers are better trained in the art o , g ^ an d 
than the clergy ; (2) to take religious instruction out of the teac 
will tend to make children think of religion as something outsi 
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education and life, and not as an essential part of it; (3) the great 
body of teachers are earnest-minded men and women, and it is something 
like a slur upon their capacity and sincerity to withdraw from them the 
noblest part of their work. 

It may be worth noting that a technical article in the Fortnightly , on 
the “Speed of Warships,” which is favourably criticized by experts, is 
written by a colleger at Eton, a boy of 17, who has greatly distinguished 
himself at school by his mathematical attainments. 

Sept . 16 th, 1897. Pater junior. 
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Edited by Miss Frances BLOGG, Sec., 28, Victoria Street , S. W. 


To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 


NEW BRANCHES. 


The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places:— 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

COLCHESTER.— Hon. Sec., pro tern., Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 
Nottingham. 

BlaCKHEATH. — Hon. Sec., Miss Grace Martin, “ Rydal, Hardy Road. 
Croydon. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Forest Hill. 

Enfield. 

Dover. 

Brussels. 


Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 
Leamington. 
Leicester. 
Tunbridge Wells. 
Bournemouth. 


Dublin. A , . 

Readers r of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
h«e. are asked to communicate w.th Miss Blogg. 


